Call number 18316-0, Rm: HH 255

SPA 330/WINTER 2006                                                               Prof. Maureen Ahern

T/TR 1:30-3:18 p.m.                                                                        ahern.1@osu.edu

Office Hours: T/TR 3:30-4:30                                     Hagerty 262; tel:292-4924/4958
SPA 330 
Re-Inventing America: Constructing Colonial Identities 

We may distinguish between two types of imaginative process: the one that starts with the word and arrives at the visual image, and the one that starts with the visual image and arrives at its verbal expression. - Italo Calvino, Six Memos for the Next Millennium.
OBJECTIVES: This course discusses the construction of ethnic and cultural identities in colonial Latin American through the visual and verbal representations in literature and the visual arts. It seeks to develop insights into past and present Latin American cultural and aesthetic expression through the critical reading, viewing and analysis of visual, cultural and literary l texts from indigenous as well as Hispanic cultures. 
FORMAT: Discussion, reading and viewing of texts in English translation and video. In addition to an oral presentation, the student will write short essays based on the cultural texts we discuss and may expect short quizzes and exams. 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Popol Vuh: The Definitive Edition of the Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life and  the Glories of Gods and Kings. Trans and Intro. Dennis Tedlock. Rev. ed. Simon & Schuster, l996.

Schwartz, Stuart B. ed. Victors and Vanquished: Spanish and Nahua Views of the Conquest of Mexico. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000. 
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, Alvar. The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca. Ed, transl and intro by Rolena Adornia and Patrick Charles Pautz. University of Nebraska Press, 2003. 

Castillo, Ana del. Goddess of the Americas/ La diosa de las Américas: Writing on the Virgin of Guadalupe. Riverhead Books, 1996. Selections 

Sturken, Marita and Lisa Cartwright. Practices of looking: an introduction to visual culture. Oxford University Press, 2001. 
Contextual and Supplemental Materials:
Access to files and on-line links for students enrolled in the course at: 
*= SPA 330 Webpage at: htt://people.comums.ohio-state.edu/ahern1

Videos and Extra Credit books are on reserve under the course number, SPAN 330 at Closed Reserve in the Main Library. 

CALENDAR OF COURSE READINGS AND TOPICS
(subject to minor modification) 

*= SPA 330 Webpage at: htt://people.comums.ohio-state.edu/ahern1
MAYA QUICHE CREATION, IDENTITY AND CULTURE
Week 1  

T/ 03 January

Orientation - Course organization and requirements. 

TR/06 January – 
Read: Popol Vuh, Preface, Introduction (Tedlock), Parts I and II, 1-88. 

Discussion Topic: Quiché Myth, History and Creation; 

*Popol Vuh:Texto bilingue y cuestionario
Video: “The Mayas:Temples, Tombs and Time” or "Lost Kingdoms of the Maya" (Nat. Geographic) (also in Closed Reserve, Main Library) 
See:  “Ancient Mesoamerican Writing” or “Mayan Codices”  via Google. One of the best sites is: http://pages.prodigy.com/GBonline/ancwrite.html (go to Maya) 
Read: practices of looking, pp. 1-21 

Context: *Coe-Maya Calendar 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 2

T/10 January 
Read: Popol Vuh, Parts III, IV, V, 91-198.
Discussion: Quiche Modes of Knowing and Telling: Oral, Visual and Written: Ancient and Modern Visions

Video: Popol Vuh (Patricia Amlin, NEH)
Prepare & Discuss: Modes of Narrating: Oral, Visual and Written in Popol Vuh, from questionnaire 

Read: practices of looking, p. 21-44
TR/12 January 
See: Video News Clip -PBS – “Mayan Community Mourning & Identity 2005 y/o 
Power Point: Mayan Iconography, life, myth & art.
Group Discussion continued 
Read: practices of looking, 45-58

Context: *Shele & Friedel, “Sacred space, Holy Time and the Maya World”;
“The Mayan Ballgrame” 

Oral Presentations on Popol Vuh

Required Essay # 1 on Popol Vuh due on Tuesday, January 17th. 
COLUMBUS AND THE CARIBBEAN: FIRST IMAGES,
STEREOTYPES AND THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Week 3-
T/17 January 

First European Impressions of the Caribbean: Marveling and Naming.

Read: *Section 1, the Basel Printed Letter and Translation, Section 2, History, Manuscript Letters, at http://www.usm.maine.edu/~maps/columbus.
*Columbus Texts: -Columbus Letter about the First Voyage; 39-40; Selections Columbus’ Log Book, 86-136.

Discussion: Writing, Re-Writing and Transmission: Codes of inscribing the ‘Other’: Marvels, Naming and Nudity, Early Stereotypes. 
Read: practices of looking, 58-71
Video: "Columbus and the Age of Discovery" Part 2

TR/19 January  
Read: *Hanke & Rauch: Selections: The Requirement (188-190), Montesinos’ Advent Sermons; (201-204) Las Casas on the Island of Hispaniola and In Defense of the Indians. (205-210, 221-226.  * Mann, “1491” 

practices of looking, 72-93

Discussion: America in 1491, The Debates on Humanity, Just War and Human Rights
Video: "Columbus and the Age of Discovery, Part 5, ‘The Cross and the Sword”
Context: Texas Humanities Resource Center: “The New World” see: Columbus, the Genovese and The Role of Books in the Making of the New World. 

http://www.humanities-interactive.org/newworld/timeline.htp/
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 4 

T/24  
Read: *The Black Legend and Anti-Hispanic Stereotypes” 
Read: http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/philosophers/las_casas.html
“The Legacy of Bartolomé de Las Casas, Benjamín Keene. 

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/philosophy/ideas/papers/keen.html
practices of looking, 93-108
Discussion: Constructing Identities and Stereotypes 
Context: *Arias: “Las Casas Represenatation of the Other(s) 

Oral Presentations on Columbus and Bartolomé de Las Casas 
----------

Essay on Columbus, the Caribbean and Human Rights due Thursday 1/26/06
Week 4 continued 

Tr/26 January 
MEXICO: VERBAL AND VISUAL TESTIMONIES OF THE CONQUEST
Schwartz :Victors and Vanquished: Spanish and Nahua Views of the Conquest of Mexico (VV), 
Read: Part I, 1-39 Introduction: Civilizations in Conflict and Ch. 1 Forebodings and Omens , Sahagún and Durand; Ch. 2 Preparations, Bernal Díaz del Castillo; Hernán Cortés, Letters 1 and 2; p. 40-78.
practices of looking, 109-130
Power Point: Brief Overview of Mexican History to the Conquest 

Prepare and Discuss: Questions in VV, p. 247-48.29.
See:”Aztec Pictorial Writing: 


www/ancientcripts.com/Aztec.html

www/azteca.net/Aztec/nahuatl/writing.html
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 5 
T/31 January  

Read: VV: Ch 3 Encounters (Letters Cortes, Bernal Diaz, Florentine Codez); Ch. 4, The March Inland: Tlaxcala and Cholula, Ch. 5 Tenochtitlan, pp. 79-155.
practices of looking, 130-150

Prepare and Discuss: Questions, p. 247-248, for 3, 4,and 5
Visuals: Power Points: The Lienzo of Tlaxcala, Muñoz Camargo and or ; 
PP Views of Tenochtitlan and Gruzinski, Painting the Conquest
Context: *“Peterson: “Imaging Malinche”; *Phillips:”Marina Malinche: Masks & Shadows.”
Th/2 February 

Read VV:: Ch. 6, 7, & 8:156-211, Noche Triste, Siege and Fall of Tenochtitlan; Aftermath: Tradition & Transformation. 
*“The Lords and Holy Men of Tenochtitlan Reply to the Franciscans, 1524.” 19-22.

practices of looking, 151-172
Prepare and Discuss:  Questions, p. 247 for 6, 7. and 8. 
See: Codex Mendoza:  www.geocities.com/alma_mia/codex/?200526
Video and Discussion of Stereotypes in Conquistadors: Cortés, Michael Woods, PBS

Oral Presentations on Encounters & Conquest 

--------
Essay on Victors and Vanquished due Tuesday Feb 7
Week 6 

T/7 February 
Midterm Written Exam - Tentatively some identifications, map quizz and an essay question

FORGING NEW FRONTIER IDENTITIES: 
THE AMERICAN JOURNEY OF ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA 
Th/9 February 

Read: The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca = CV, Introduction, 1-37, Chs. 1-14, 44-92. 
practices of looking, ,172-188

See: Film: PBS: Conquistadors, Part 4, Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, “All the world is human” 

Prepare Group Discussion Questions: Handout 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 7 

T/14 February 

Read: CV, Ch. 15-30, p. 93-149. Narrating Physical and Spiritual Survival 

practices of looking, 182-209
Prepare & Discuss: Questions from handout  

Visuals: PP From Islands to Continent. Discussion of maps and early images of the American natural world from Oviedo;s Historia John Whyte , deBry.
 See: “The Luso-Hispanic World in Maps”, Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/how.html

Th/16 February 

Read: CV, Ch. 31-38, pp.150-178, 
practices of looking, 209-236

Discussion Transculturation and new American Identities 

Oral Presentations on The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca 

Context: Ahern,* “The Cross and the Gourd, Ritual Codes…”
Stone, *“The Filming of Colonial Spanish America.”
Film: for outside viewing: “Cabeza de Vaca." English subtitles. (closed reserve) 

--------

Essay on Cabeza de Vaca Narrative Due Tuesday February 21
T0NANTZIN/GUADALUPE: TRANSFORMATIVE SPIRITUALITIES:
ICON AND IDENTITY
Week 8

T/21 February 
Read: *Carroll, “The Apparition Narrative and Image.”, “Guadalupe, Background and Apparitions”, and either Burkhart, “Cult of the virgin of Guadalupe in Mexico”, 3-17 or *Nebel, “The Cult of Santa María Tonantzin, Virgin of Guadalupe in Mexico”*; 

practices of looking, 209-236
PP lecture: The Virgin of Guadalupe
Context: Clendennin,*“Ways to the Sacred: Reconstruction of Religion in 16th Century
 Mexico.”
TR/23 February

Discussion: Guadalupe in Contemporary Culture 

Read: *“Juan Diego, Myth vs. Miracle”, NYTimes,*
Read: 2 Selections from Castillo, ed. Goddess of the Americas* among the following: R. Rodriguez, “India”; J. Rodriguez, “The Feminine Face of God”; S. Cisneros, “Guadalupe the Sex Goddess” R. Martinez, “The Undocumented Virgin”; R. Castellanos, “Once Again Sor Juana”;G.Gómez-Peña, “The Two Guadalupes”, 
practices of looking, 237-259

Group Discussion 
Visuals: PP: The Virgin of Guadalupe and Popular Culture in Los Angeles; Juan Diego 

Oral Presentations on Virgin of Guadalupe

------

Essay on Virgin of Guadalupe due Tuesday February 28th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CONSTRUCTING RACE, CASTE AND CLASS IN COLONIAL MEXICO
Week 9 

T/28 February 
See and Read: Africa in the Americas – Texas Humanities Resources Timeline, 
http://www.humanities-interactive.org/newworld/africa
Read Carroll, *Black in America ; *Hanke & Rauche, “Sandoval, Black Studies’ First Advocate”; Gerhard, “Slaves in Spanish America.”
Read: Mills and Taylor: “Miguel Hernández, Master of Mule Trains,” 125-131

*The Mulatto Gentlemen of Esmeraldas, Ecuador,” 127-149

practices of looking, 259-278
Discussion
TR/2 March  

Read: Mills and Taylor: “Two ’Castas’ Paintings from Eighteenth-Century Mexico” 322-327.Carrera, *“Envisioning the Colonial Body” 
practices of reading, 315-333
Visuales : PP  The Casta Paintings of 18th century Mexico 

Discussion 
Oral Presentations on Race and Caste in Colonial Americas 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 10 – 

T/7 March 

The Casta Paintings: Race, Caste and Memory - continued 

Oral Presentations and Essays on Race and Caste 
Take Home Exam distributed 
TR/9 March  – Summary, Course Evaluation and Pending topics 
Last day for submission of any reaction papers due (late papers accepted but points deducted). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exam Week 11 – 
T/14 March

1:30 p.m. Pass in Written Take Home or Write in Classroom 
Early submissions appreciated
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

(subject to minor modification)
EVALUATION 
1 oral Presentation                                          10%

2 essays                                                          30%
Mid Term, Final Exam, Quizzes                       40%

Participation and improvement                         20%

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION in the class sessions and attentive reading of all the required texts and other assigned materials before each class session are absolutely required. This is a discussion based class. Your consistent participation is a key component of our learning environment, thus you are expected to come to class ready to discuss the readings, to articulate questions about what you did not understand, and to help your classmates understand something you did understand. Be aware that this course will require extensive weekly reading and discussion beyond merely attending class and taking notes.

ATTENDANCE For the above reasons, punctual regular attendance is required for successful progress in this course. More than three unexcused absences will definitely jeopardize your final grade, and may result in the loss of an entire grade point. Acceptable grounds for excused absences are strictly limited to:  a) pre-arranged, university sponsored activities; b) your own illness; c) death or grave illness in your immediate family; d) jury duty or required legal appearances. All instances require written validation. Request excuse by phone or e-mail before class. No make-up will be allowed without a medical/legal written excuse. 

TARDINESS: Plan to arrive punctually. Late arrivals are disruptive to class sessions and discourteous to your classmates and your instructor. Late work will be accepted past the due date but 5 points will be deducted for each day that it is overdue. Exceptions will be made only in the case of serious documented excuses. Work will not be accepted after the last day of classes

GRADING is on the basis of quality, improvement, participation and attendance. No "Incompletes" except for documented legal or medical emergencies

QUIZZES: You can expect unannounced quizzes on each unit of required readings, videos or any materials discussed at any point in the course. No makeups on quizzes missed. 

MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAMS, consist of written i.d.’s, maps, and essay questions. No makeups unless medical or legal certification. 

ORAL PRESENTATION: 10-15 minutes of oral presentation of analysis of a visual, performative or cultural topic or perspective of one of the texts among those in the required reading or viewing. Practices of looking offers many kinds of applications of visual issues. It should be accompanied by a handout that outlines your major points and includes key citations, references and images etc. You should present the visual as well as verbal elements to illustrate your points and stimulate discussion. Close with a question about your topic. The written outline or version or your oral presentation can become the nucleus for one of your short written essays on the same or a similar topic. If you wish to use PowerPoint, you need to be sure your formats are compatible with the setup in our classroom and check beforehand that it will work. Always prepare materials for a back-up in case technology fails. Oral presentations must fall within the calendar days scheduled for the unit on the topic. You need to sign up for your date on the schedule that will be circulated and define your topic as early as possible. See the suggested topics on the handouts distributed for each unit. You must consult me regarding choice of your topic before you begin preparation. In case of changes of date or topic, I must by notified by phone or email before the day scheduled in order to plan class time equitably and productively. Team presentations are possible but the topic must be approved by the instructor in advance. It is not acceptable to present a descriptive summary of the plot, the author’s life or repeat introductory information from my class lectures or Internet sites. 
WRITTEN ESSAYS (3-5 pages minimum) These are thoughtful essays of the reaction paper type that first and foremost express your own ideas and reactions as well as visual and cultural analysis, for 2 of the assigned texts. You are encouraged to choose topics and texts that reflect your own interests or you may address topics suggested by the professor or questions raised during discussion or in consultation by e-mail or phone.
I’m happy to help you develop a specific focus or a topic through consultation during my office hours, or by email or by phone. It’s advisable to consult me as far in advance as possible. Base your arguments on textual or visual evidence and be sure to include it and cite it in your paper. You can incorporate readings of critical and contextual materials for research beyond the collective reading assignments. In general, the more specific and focused the topic, the better. They may be comparative among two or more issues or texts, but must focus on a specific topic or issue.  Be sure to include conclusions and bibliography of works cited or utilized. 

Papers must word-processed DOUBLE SPACED, WITH A WIDE 1 “ LEFT HAND MARGIN for ease of reading and revision, using a normal 12 point font. Do not try to manipulate the length of your paper by using abnormally large or small fonts or margins. Length is 3-5 pages minimum. Format is MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 5a ed. (at SBX and most all bookstores) with foot or endnotes and a page for works cited for all references, including digital or electronic media sources. See the short-cut sheet on this format in the Information Stand opposite the Circulation Desk at the Main Library. Papers are due the day indicated on the course calendar. Points will be deducted for late submissions. Two short written essays are required. Additional ones may be counted as extra credit or can replace papers that received a lower grade. Topics are chosen according to the following distribution. At least 1 is required on Popol Vuh. The remaining essay should deal with a text of your choice from the other required readings.  Don’t hestitate to e-mail me in advance regarding your topics. 
EXTRA-CREDIT. An additional oral presentation; or essay or review of book or discussion of the contextual readings can be counted as extra credit to improve your grade or to explore a topic for an Honor’s thesis, or explore other interests beyond those discussed in class –or to substitute for a lower grade in an essay or presentation. I will be sending out a list of some suggested titles that may motivate reading beyond the required minimum. Contact me about extra credit before you begin to work on it. 
REGARDING USE OF ANY INTERNET, WWW, VIDEO, FILM OR PRINT MATERIALS 

The sources for all material, images or information obtained through WWW or in any kind of print or video form must be correctly attributed. Any information of any kind that is not your own original idea must be correctly cited as indicated in the MLA format to be distributed in class. Any material that is not your own which remains uncited will be subject to the university guidelines concerning plagerism and academic misconduct.
Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Terms and Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com site.

http://www.turnitin.com/static/home.html?session-id=0ffb95e51f5b467f9013049eb1a1fe56
The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities. Contact ODS at 2-3307

ACADEMIC CONDUCT - University guidelines for academic conduct apply to all aspects of this course. 
In the unlikely event of class cancellation due to emergency, I will contact you via e-mail and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the classroom door. In addition, I will contact you as soon as possible following the cancellation to let you know what will be expected of you for our next class meeting.
STUDY TIPS:

 -Do each week’s reading before that week’s classes. Go over your notes after each class. Cross-reference your notes with the reading assignments. Use your syllabus as a table of contents for your notes. 

- Acquire a good Spanish/Spanish dictionary  such as Vox or Larousse from Latin American Book Sources, Inc. at www.latambooks.com on the Web (type in Vox or Larousse in the search box) and keep a list of new vocabulary for each reading selection, as 16th –18th century colonial Spanish will challenge your lexicon. Get the Spanish dictionary not a bilingual one. 
-Above all, keep up with the reading. There is an extensive amount of information in this course; you can’t hope to master it by cramming at the last minute. 

-If there is a gap in your notes or a concept you have missed, get notes from a classmate and handouts from the instructor or come to see me during office hours.

SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING THE COURSE MORE MEANINGFUL: (especially for students new to Latin American and/or Colonial cultures).

-Use the Research Data Bases in the Main Library or its Home Web Page to check what research exists on your topic. Try the Handbook of Latin American Studies (HLAS), The Hispanic American Periodical Index (HAPI), the Arts and Humanities Citation Index; World Cat and for references on literature, MLA Bibliography (but be aware that it has big gaps for publications in Spanish language). JSTORE has excellent historical material -Check out topics, regions and historical figures on the Web, especially the cultural sections of Mexican newspapers such as La Jornada or cultural or interdisciplinary such as Colonial Latin American Review. Be aware, however, that not all Web pages are free of historical inaccuracies or cultural bias of various kinds. Many are very superficial. Be very cautious about using the Web for serious research without solid back-up from the original or scholarly sources.

-National Geographic’s Web site: www.nationalgeographic.com has topics related to indigenous and cultural art and practices. Be aware, though, that the main purpose of this site is to sell the magazine; it will be of most interest to you for the clickable images.

-Watch Hispanic cultural television channels such as Univisión or Televisa, if you get them on a satellite dish or cable. PBS offers excellent cultural programs. Others may appear on the Discovery Channel, the History Channel and the National Geographic Channel.

-Take advantage of the lecture and film series sponsored by the Center for Latin American Studies on Wednesday evenings and films shown at the Wexner Center or the Drexel Theatres.
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